Meeting Minutes

Evanston
Project: Twiggs Park Playground Renovations
Meeting Date: January 21, 2025, 6 pm

Meeting Location: Fleetwood-Jourdain Community Center, Auditorium
Meeting Purpose: Neighborhood meeting to discuss playground renovations

Attendees: Bobby Burns, Councilmember 5" Ward
Lara Biggs, City Engineer
Michael Callahan, Assistant Director of Parks & Recreation
Stefanie Levine, Senior Project Manager
Kenon Boehm, Landscape Designer Il
Ellie Shevick, Parks and Rec Board/Neighborhood resident

Unfortunately, due to inclement weather, the meeting was very minimally attended and
resulted in a quick presentation by Stefanie with the intent that an additional public
meeting would be necessary.

Stefanie went through the planned presentation, first showing existing conditions,
followed by the data analysis performed on the three public inquiries to date (public
meeting #1, Councilmember Burns questionnaire with the Joanna Avery’s Summer
Camp, and the online public inquiry). It was then explained how the analyzed data was
incorporated into the new concepts.

The 2-5 playground then had two concepts explained showing varied types of play, a
main slide structure, musical elements, sensory elements, and swings. These concepts
varied in overall look and color but have the same overall design program.

The 5-12 playground had three concepts presented that focused on
separation/circuitous elements as needed for funding purposes. These concepts
included main structures, climbing walls, ziplines, swings, and ninja courses.

All concepts were representative on individual boards with questions regarding color
and favorites to encourage public input. There were also sticky notes and pens for
anyone wanting to further engage in comments beyond the provided questions.

Following this presentation, there were a few kids in the auditorium for other events that
were invited to provide some of their input on the presentation boards. They were given
the stickers and sticky notes to add their comments. These comments are attached and
will be incorporated into feedback from the upcoming virtual meeting.
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The meeting concluded with staff indicating that the next meeting would be held virtually
to encourage additional public input. Goal is to hold this meeting in the next several
weeks. Invitations will be issued in advance by the City as well as by Councilmember
Burns via the ward’s email mailing list to increase attendance.
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